[U.] 


\'J 


that  on  all  laxes  paid  before  llic  first  days  of  September,  October, 
and  Noveinber,  respectively,  of  the  year  for  which  the  taxes  are  due, 
hbatemerits  shall  be  made  of  five,  four  and  three  per  cent,  respec- 
tively, on  the  amount  of  the  said  laxes,  with  provisions  securing 
the  prompt  payment  by  the  collectors  into  the  Treasiny,  on  pain  of 
losing  the  amount  of  deduction  which  they  are  obliged  by  law  to 
allow  the  taxpayers.  It  is  believed,  that  while  a  clear  saving  will 
be  thus  ensured  to  the  tax-payers  generally,  no  loss  will  result  to 
the  State,  because  the  taxes  will  be  brought  in  at  a  nmch  earlier 
day,  and  tlie  prompt  and  efiScient  colleciion  seemed  by  the  law 
will  save  much  that  juight  under  the  present  system  be  lost  in  the 
course  of  collection.  But  in  addit-on  to  this  provision,  it  is  pro- 
posed by  the  law  to  enforce  the  collection  oi  the  whole  direct  tax 
by  the  first  of  April  of  the  year  following  that  for  which  it  is  le- 
vied, instead  of  by  the  first  of  October,  as  at  present,  thus  gaining 
six  months  to  the  Slate,  and  the  taxes  are  also  declared  to  be  in 
arrearon  the  first  of  January  of  the  year  following  that  for  which 
they  are  levied,  and  interest  is  made  payable  from  that  date.  Thus 
the  State  is  doubly  secured  against  any  loss  from  the  deductions 
allowed,  while  the  lax-payer  may,  if  he  is  prompt,  be  at  once  re- 
lieved of  a  portion  of  his  burden. 

In  the  same  bills  are  numerous  pi-ovisions,  carefully  framed,  for 
the  purpose  of  rendering  more  effectual  (he  present  system  of  col- 
lections and  assessments.  No  new  subjects  of  taxation  have  been 
introduced,  and  no  further  tax  has  been  imposed,  but  it  is  believed, 
that  the  bill  reported  will,  if  passed,  have  the  effect  of  increasing 
considerably  the  public  revenue  by  affording  n)ethods  of  bringing 
to  light  a  great  deal  of  properly,  which,  though  already  liable  to 
taxation,  has  escaped  entirely, on  accountofthedefects  of  the  present 
laws,  it  is  unnecessary  to  say,  that  every  effbit  should  be  made  to 
distribute  the  burden  of  sustaining  the  credit  of  the  State,  as 
equally  as  possible  over  all  the  property  within  her  limits,  and  that 
each  man  will  more  cheerfully  pay  his  own  proportion,  if  he  is  as- 
sured that  all  others  are  obliged  to  do  the  same. 

The  propriety  of  making  a  general  re-assessment  of  (he  proper- 
ty of  the  State  has  been  brought  before  the  committee;  and  although 
there  are  many  reasons  of  great  weight  which  might  seem  to  make 
such  a  measure  at  present  desirable,  yet  the  committee  have  come 
to  the  conclusion,  that  it  is  better  to  postpone  any  action  upon  this 
subject.  We  have  just  commenced  the  regular  payment  of  inter- 
est upon  our  debt,  the  receipts  from  all  sources  are  abundantly 
sufficient  to  comply  vi^ith  all  our  obligations,  and  it  is  not  advisa- 
ble that  there  should  yet  be  any  agitation  of  the  public  mina  in 
relation  to  a  new  apportiomnent  of  the  burden,  which  is  now  so 
cheerfully  borne.  The  committee  have  little  doubt,  however,  as 
far  as  they  can  now  see  before  them,  that  it  will  be  for  the  advan- 
tage of  the  Stale,  and  promote  the  equality  of  taxation,  if  a  re- 
assessment is  ordered  by  the  next  legislature. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

TH:  DONALDSON,  Chairman. 
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BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES, 

.\i«ich  8lh,  1848. 
Read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
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REPORT 


The  Cominiltee  of  ilie  Houeeof  Delegate;-,  on  the  Library,  beg- 
leave  to  report,  that  they  have  carefully  examined  the  accounts  of 
the  Librarian  for  the  year  1847,  with  tlie  vouchers,  and  found  them 
to  agree. 

They  hl-;e\vise  report,  lliat  die  year's  appropriation,  with  the 
moneys  arit^ing  from  tlie  sale  of  surplus  booiis,  have  been  judi- 
ciously expended. 

In  relaiiofi  to  the  subject  matter  of  the  letter  of  Alexander  Vat- 
teniare,  Esq  ,  addreseed  lo  ihe  Governor,  which  having  been  trans- 
mitted to  the  House  of  Delegates^  \\as  referred  to  this  conmiiitee, 
it  id  only  deemed  tit  to  suggest,  that  Resolutions  No.  11,  of  1841, 
and  i\o.  53,  of  1343,  fully  provide  for  exchange  of  books,  (fcc, 
according  to  the  system  proposed  by  ^r.  V.,  whenever  agents  duly 
authorised  lo  receive  them  are  constituted.  '^Phe  State  by  the  reso- 
lutions referred  to,  has  duly  manifested  a  liberal  disposition  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  proposed  sy^^tem  of  International  exchanges,  but  it 
may  be  proper  for  the  connnitiee  to  say,  that  the  Litjraiy  has  thus 
far  received  no  augmentation  by  that  means,  not  has  any  commu- 
nication touching  the  subject  been  received  during  the  term  of  ser- 
vice of  the  present  Librarian. 

The  comn.iittee  having  had  their  attention  called  by  the  Librarian 
to  the  expediency  of  mai\ing  provision  for  the  binding  of  ihe  acts 
of  Assembly,  forwarded  by  sister  States,  other  viduabie  books,  and 
lilcewise  for  '.he  re-binding  of  such  as  need  it,  rcconnnend  the  adop- 
tion of  the  accompanying  lesokuionfor  that  purpose. 

The  committee  also  report  a  resolution  to  provide  for  the  repair 
of  the  floor  of  the  Library,  and  ihe  purchase  of  a  new  oil  cloth  to 
'•over  it,  which  they  connnend  to  the  favorable  action  of  this 
PI  0  use. 

They  al?o  report  a  resolution  providing  for  the  distribution  to 
the  Clerks  and  Registers  offices  of  the  several  coumiesof  the  State, 
of  copies  of  the  "Maryland  Digest." 

Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Marylandj  That  the  State 
Librarian  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  have  bound  in  a  suitable 


manner,  3uch  Ixioks  as  the  committee  on»  the  Llbi'aty  may  desig- 
nate, and  that  the  bills  ibr  the  biuae,  ba  paid  by  the  order  of  tha 
Governor  on  the  Treasurer  out,  ol'  any  unuppropriated  moneys  iu 
the  Treasury. 

Kesolved  also,  That  the  Libia' Ian  be  aiithorised  to  have  the  floor 
of  ihe  Library  u}orcughly  repaiieJ,  and  to  procure  a  new  oil  cloth 
covering  for  it,  and  ihac  the  I'rcasHrer  pay  the  bills  for  the  sr-JVie, 
on  the  order  of  the  Governor  out  of  any  ul^i appropriated  money 
in  the  Tieasury. 

Rcrolved;  That  the  Libr'irian  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to 
forv\ai"d  with  tiic  iawt^,  &c.,  already  required  to  be  furnislied  to 
the  several  counties  of  this  S(-(te,  two  copiei?  of  the  "Maryland 
Digest"  for  iiie  use  of  each  county,  one  of  which  sboH  be  deposit- 
ed jn  the  cleric's  office  aud  the  otiier  in  the  register  ©f  wiiis  olfice 
of  ertch  county. 

All  of  whicii  is-  respectfully  subraitlei, 

N,  B.  WOilTHrjNGTON, 
Cb'n-  of  Com.  on  Libvary- 


STATE  LIBRARY,  January  1  utli,  tS48. 
To  the  Ilonorauic, 

The  CuiirinUtccs  of  the  General  Assemhlij  on  ihc  Librarij: 

GiiiVi'LEAfnN: — I  have  ihe  honor  to  submit  ihis  repoil,  exliiljii- 
ing  my  Uaiisuciions  since  n)y  last  report  : 


The  nppropMacion  for  the  year  was, 
The  balance  lem.tining  in  ihe  Tr^asuryM.7 
the  credit  of  ihe  Libijtry,  (see  my  last  an- 
nual report.)  wiis.         ..... 


Of  this  sum  J  disbursements  have  been  made 

as  f'ollows; 
To    Messis.  Cusliing  cC    Bro.,   for  books,  ! 

see  vouclier  No.  1,  .  .  -  .  !J;254  90 
To  Chancellor  Bland's  eale  of  books,   sec 

voucher  No.  2,   -         -         -         -         -  \o  to 

'Vo  John  S.  Skinner  for  Fnrijiers'  Library, 

see  vouciier  No.  3,  -  -  -  •  j  20  00 
To  TiaW  Library,  see  voucher  No.  4,  -  •  10  00 
To  P.  &  J    W.  Johnson,  see  voucher  .\o.  5, !    233  00 


Balance  in  Treasury ,       .  -         .         . 

Dwrin:^  the  year  I  have    sold  surplus  books 
\o  the  value  of.    - 

To  which  add  ihe  balance   on    hand  from 
the  saltf  of  books   in    the  previous  year,  i 
(see  la^  r^ort,)  .  .         * 


Wiiioh  has  been  expended  as  follows  : 

To  B.  B,  Minner,  Editor  Southern  liiierary 

Messenger,  see  voucher  No.  1,      - 
To  Chancellor  Bland's   sale  of  books,    see 

voucher  Na.  2.    - 
To  Work  done  in   clfanins^   and   removing 

books,  see  vouch*»r  No.  3,     - 
To  History  of  Pcla.:tl,  sec  vcuclier  No  4, 
To  Freight,  &.C.,  &c.,  see  voucher  5,  6  &-  T,  i      21  SS 


Ba'nnce  on  hand, 


.$500  00 


3S  ."JO 


iji/'^b     Oif 


533  65 


•94  94 
82  50 

26  32 


SIOS  82 


66  S8 


§41  94 


[V-] 


I  have  disposed  of  since  my  ]ast  report  to 
Messrs.  Gushing  and  liw.,  in  exchanges, 
books  to  the  value  of,  -         -  -         - 

And  have  received  from  I  hem,  books  to  the 
value  of,     - 


To  which  add  balance  due  them  on  same 
account  for  the  previous  year,  (see  my 
last  report,;         .         .         .         .         . 

Leaving  due  them,         -         -         -         - 


$311 

00 

333 

90 

22 

90 

U 

35 

$34  25 


The  number  of  volumes  added  to  the  Library  during  the  year 
has'  been  845 

I  respectfully  suggest  that  some  regulation  be  established  au- 
thorising the  Librarian  to  dispone  of  the  surplu-  copies  of  Dorsey's 
Laws. 

The  propriety  of  a  tevision  of  the  rules  of  ihe  Library  is  also 
suggested. 

A  proper  repair  of  the  floor  of  the  Library  is  very  much  needed, 
and  would  conduce  nnich  to  the  better  preservation  of  the  books, 
&c.,  in  the  Library. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

R.  SWANN,  Libjarisni 
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BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES, 

March  8th.  1848. 
Read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


REPORT 


OF   THE 


COMMITTEE  ON  WAYS  &  MEANS 


TO  WHICH  WAS  REFERRED 


The  Bill  returned  by  the  Senate,  entitled,  "a  supplb- 

MENT  TO  AN  act  ENTITLED,  Ay   ACT  TO  ALTER  AND  REGULATE 

the  mode  of  appointing  lottery  commissioners  of  this 
State,  passed  at  December  Session  1840,  Chapter  241." 
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